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Happenings of September 2021 
 
Dear Well-wishers,  
 
Greetings from RTU. We are delighted to tell you that the Tamil Nadu State Government has 
announced that the schools will reopen for all the children on 1st November, and we can at 
last have all our children back with us. This makes us very happy. 
 
News of the children  
This month, we admitted three new children to our Children’s Villages who will join us soon. 
 
Case Study 1  
During September one of our children, Rajashri, underwent 
surgery for kidney problems. During the COVID-19 pandemic 
lockdown, she was in her native place under the care of her father 
and elderly grandfather. By mid-August, she felt a swelling in her 
right abdomen, and immediately was taken to the nearby 
hospital. There they found the right kidney fully surrounded by 
water and the doctor suggested removing it. This operation was 
very costly, so her father contacted us and requested help. We 
consulted our Doctor Srinivas and he referred her to Madurai 
Kidney Care Centre, and they asked us to admit her immediately 
for surgery. So, we admitted her on 2nd September with our 
foster mother, Mrs Sundareshwari. (Here is it necessary for a relative to stay with any in-
patient to care for them and provide meals.)  She had open surgery and was discharged on 
8th September. Now, her health has improved, and she feels much better now. Every 
evening, she is walking in our playground and her classmates are sharing lessons with her. 
She is very creative at drawing. By God’s grace, a beautiful, talented, lovable girl child’s 
kidney was saved.  
 
Case study 2  
Ravi, aged 8, has been living with his parents 
during the COVID lockdown since April 2020. 
We have been supporting them with Rs.2000/- 
per month to help meet part of their expenses 
as his father is HIV+ and falls sick very often. He 
cannot work. The poor mother is the only 
breadwinner of this family working in a cotton 
mill for daily wages.  We have been providing 
them with dry rations and grocery items. This 
has helped them to have three meals a day. 
Soon Ravi will be back with us at Anbu Illam 
Children’s Village and receiving a good education in our 
schools.  
 
Wedding Bells!  
It’s a joy to witness the marriages of our own children 
who had been with us since their childhood. Selvi 
married Krishnamoorthy recently in Coimbatore. She 



came to RTU in 2006 as both her parents had died. With our support, she studied in our 
schools and completed the Nursing course in Coimbatore Government Medical College. 
Now she is employed at a private hospital in Coimbatore.  
 
Another former student, Meena married Siva in 
Kadamalaikundu. Meena came to RTU in 2005 as her 
father had died and her mother was sick. We 
educated her in our schools and helped her to 
complete her BA Degree in Science and Education 
along with a Diploma in Counselling. She is one of our 
staff members now.  
In both functions, our staff participated in full 

strength.  
 
Celebration of Feast of our Lady of Vellankanni  
It’s RTU’s tradition to celebrate the birth of Mother Mary on 
8th September every year as with all the main religious and 
national festivals. Our children in Anbu Illam Children’s Village 
went in procession to our main campus with the Lady of 
Velankanni statue. Velankanni is a town on the east coast of 
Tamil Nadu. Fr Antony and Fr Arockiaraj organised a prayer 
service and blessed all the children. All our mothers cooked 
sweet Pongal rice and distributed it to our children.  
 
 

News from our schools 
 Food rations to our school students  
To support the local children who would normally 
be attending our schools during the Covid-19 
second wave, we have distributed further food 
rations to them. We supported 470 students with 
groceries containing grams, chickpeas, spices, 
flour, rice, semolina, split peas and rice etc.   
 
Reopening our St. Peter’s Higher Secondary School  

On 1st September 2021, as per Government orders, we were at last allowed to reopen our 
St Peter’s Higher Secondary School for the four highest year groups. In total 428 students 
(from 9th to 12th standard) from our own Children Village hostels and days scholars from 
the nearby villages came to our school. Our teachers welcomed them with sweets and 
smiles. Everyone followed the Government rules like using masks, handwashing and using 
sanitizers.   



 
Pink Day celebration  
This month, the teachers 
in our Nirmala Middle 
School over in Bodi 
organised a Pink Day 
celebration for the 
children at the children’s 
houses during the School 
at Home Programme 
which we have been 
running while the schools were not permitted to open. The day was 
organised to bring out the creative side of the children who were 
bubbling with enthusiasm and vigour.  
 
Teachers’ day celebration  

On 4th September 2021, our hostel students organised the India Teachers’ Day Celebration 
in our Rajagopalan Hall. They appreciated our teachers' commitment during this COVID-19 
period. They thanked teachers for their creative methods to teach our students using online 
programmes. They also presented a memento to each teacher.  
 
Festival of Ganesh Chaturthi  

On 9th September 2021, Ganesh Chaturthi was celebrated by our students and teachers 
who organised a special prayer service. Our teacher, Mr Muthukumaran, spoke about why 
we celebrate Ganesh Chaturthi.  
 
Training on the Impact of social media  
Two days of training was organised for all our teachers 
on the impact of social media.  The trainer shared the 
pros and cons of today’s social media and the 
responsibility of all the teachers in this regard to keep 
children safe. He stressed the importance of social 
media education and media clubs in all the schools.  



 
Our mobile science programme can start again 

At last, we can again begin our mobile science labs to bring science experiments to 
Government schools.  We have started teaching science subjects to 9th standard students in 
four higher secondary schools in our local Batlagundu Block.  
 
Opening of new mobile tailoring units  
We started two new mobile tailoring courses 
in Melmangalam village for 45 women and in 
A Vadipatti for 50 women. Fr. Antony 
Paulsamy and Mr Karuppasamy, Educational 
Manager, inaugurated this function. This 
training will go for six months with the 
support of our tailoring teachers.  
 
Mobile Medical Aid  

Our medical team has been visiting patients in the villages through our mobile clinics. This 
month, we started a new clinic at Erumalainayakkanpatti village. 22 patients visited our 
mobile clinic and received treatment for skin problems, chest complaints, fevers and other 
pain problems. Our team followed the COVID- 19 rules and distributed much-needed 
medicines and ointments for the patients.  At one of our mobile clinics, so many people 
turned up that we ran out of medicines. 
 
Home Support Programme  
During this month, one of the Home Support Programme students, Bala 
Kavitha, got a seat to study the Auxiliary Nursing course in Dindigul. She 
secured 473 marks in the 12th standard public exam and through our 
scholarship support, she can now continue her higher studies at 
college. We wish her all the best.  In total, 11 students on the Home 
Support Programme passed their 12th standard public exams and 12 
more students will take their 12th standard exams (equivalent to A-



levels) next year. It is our aim to enable these students to stay on at school rather than leave 
at the school leaving age. 
 
Housing  
We have completed 2 houses in 
Bomminayakkanpatti village, 3 in Kullapuram 
village, 1 in Devathanapatti village, 4 in 
Alagarnayakkanpatti village, 1 in 
Genguvarpatti village, 2 in Kurumpatti village, 
1 in Batlagundu village, 2 in Pattiveeranpatti 
village, and 7 in Chinnagoundanpatti village in 
recent weeks. In total, we have built 23 in 
these 9 villages. The family members 
organised the traditional housewarming 
ceremonies and entered their new houses 
joyfully. They expressed their sincere thanks to all the generous donors.  We will send 
photos to all the donors soon. 
 
Case study: Giving a safe home to a widow and a cancer patient.  
Arivagam aged 38 is a widow living in 
Bomminayakkanpatti village in Theni District. 
Her husband committed suicide and after his 
death, Arivagam started her tailoring work to 
support her children. She has a daughter and 
a son. Her daughter’s is 15 years old and is a 
cancer patient, taking treatment. She is on 
our Home Support programme to give the 
family extra income so they can attend 
school.  Her son’s name is 12 years old. They 
lived in a small tiled-roof house for the last 12 years without any basic facilities. It was old 
and there were cracks on the walls and floor. They found it difficult to stay inside during the 
heavy rain. As we have been able to start our house construction work again, we were able 
to build a safe house for them. The house consists of a main room, kitchen, verandah, toilet 
and electricity. Thanks to the generous donor and RTU,  she has a wonderful and safe house 
for her family. Arivagam considers this as a great gift to her family. She is very grateful to 
RTU and the donor for their great support.  
 
RTU Christmas shop 
We have got some new Christmas cards, virtual Gift Cards and weaving goods in our online 
shop and more goods will arrive very soon.  To help support RTU, visit rtu.org.uk/shop.   
 
We truly appreciate and thank your thoughtful contributions to make a difference in the 
lives of the poor children under our care and those families in need in rural villages. We can 
give good care and support to these children and families because of supporters like you. 
With your unending guidance, we can take innovative approaches to improve the lives of 
many people. I take this opportunity to thank all of you for your unstinted co-operation in 
all our endeavors.  
 Yours fraternally 
 Fr J Antony Paulsamy, OFM Cap. 
Director 
 


