
Reaching The Unreached 
G. Kallupatti, Near Batlagundu, Theni Dt. 625 203 

 

Happenings of June 2021 
Dear Well-wishers, 
  
Greetings from RTU. In the last month, the number of coronavirus cases has begun to come 

down in Tamil Nadu from a peak of 36,000 per day at the end of May to now around 4,000.  

The lockdown again has been extended until 12th July but there are some easing of 

restrictions and public transport is now allowed at 50% capacity and shops are allowed to 

open. 
  
During the month, Covid-19 vaccination camps were organised in our 

local villages of G.Kallupatti and Genguvarpatti by the Theni General 

Government hospital team. There is now less fear of the vaccine so 

there were long queues and unfortunately, there was not enough 

vaccine to go around.  All our staff members and mothers living in our 

campus and around these villages attended this camp.    
  

Continuing food pack distribution to the rural poor 

 We have continued to distribute food packs 

to the most vulnerable people living in our 

local villages. 360 poor people are receiving 

hot meals daily from our central kitchen. We prepare a variety of rice with lentils, vegetables, 

and an egg and distribute it to them. The people really enjoy the meals and it is a great relief 

from going hungry. We are grateful to our kitchen team who prepare nutritious food daily, 

our hostel students and Children’s Village staff members who pack the food within 45 

minutes and distribute it to the poor people. We also distribute herbal soup to boost the 

immune system when they come to receive the hot meals and other people who pass by.  
  



Food rations to the rural poor 
To support the poorest 

people further afield 

who are suffering 

without a regular job 

during this new 

lockdown, RTU 

identified very needy 

people with the support 

of our staff members, 

local Panchayat 

(authority) leaders in our target areas and distributed food rations to them. We have supported 

over 1200 families in 37 villages in Theni and Dindigul Districts with groceries containing: 

dill, pepper, mustard seeds, split urad dal, cumin seeds, turmeric powder, roasted peanuts, 

chickpeas, legumes, cowpeas, red chili powder, sambar powder, tamarind, moong dhal, 

yellow split pea, semolina and rice. Each bag weighs 6.55 kg.  

  
Here is who we have been supporting with food rations:   

  

1. The poorest local people unable to work (470 families)   

We have reached out to other families who are suffering including washermen/women, 

barbers, cobblers, sanitary workers, daily wage mill workers, differently abled people, sick 

people, people who are HIV+, construction workers and daily labourers.  
  

2. Self Help Groups and other rural poor people (593 families)  

Some of RTU’s Self Help Group members and the poorest rural people who are unable to 

work during the lockdown including differently abled people, sick people, people who are 

HIV+, construction workers, daily labourers from 29 villages. Their children used to get 

noontime meals in the schools, which are now closed. In total, 300 families in Dindigul 

District and 293 families from Theni District benefited from this food ration.  
  

 

 

 



3. Rice and food rations to 10 gypsy families  
 

We also provided 10 kilos of rice and food ration to 

10 gypsy families who are living near Sri Ram Nagar. 

 They suffered without food during this lockdown and 

our food provision helped them to feed their children.  
  

 

 

 

4. Food rations to sanitary workers and other poor families in other rural villages. (127 

families)  

We also provided food ration to 127 sanitary workers and the most vulnerable families 

Alagarnayakkanpatti,  Erumalainayakkanpatti and S. Thummalapatti.  
  

 News from our Children’s villages 
  

Continuing financial support to our children  
  
We continue to send financial support to the relatives so that nutritious food and medicines 

are guaranteed to our 241 children who we had to send back to their native villages due to 

Government regulations during this pandemic.    

  

Boomipooja celebration in our Sirumalar Children’s village 
On 25th June we organised 

Boomipooja (a blessing 

performed before constructing a 

house) in our Sirumalar 

Children’s Village. As four of our 

children’s cottages were very old 

and were in a broken condition, 

we plan to construct four houses 

for our children. All mothers, 

children, and staff members 

participated in this pooja and 

prayed together to begin the 

construction work in the presence 

of God.  If you would like to help 

us with the building of these 

houses, please contact the RTU UK office, mo.houlden@rtu.org.uk. 



  

Establishing a new borewell in our Nirmala Children’s Village  
 

On 26th June, we organised drilling rigs down to 803 feet in our 

Nirmala Children’s Village campus. Even though it could not give the 

expected yield, we hope it will solve the current water shortage. 

Mothers and children in this village were overwhelmed to see water 

gushing out.  
  

 

 

Children in our Children’s Villages tide over these times in an engaged and constructive 

way 
  
This month, we arranged 

craft design activities for 

our children every day to 

bring out their creativity 

and freedom to design as 

per their wishes.  
  

 

We also arranged Zumba fitness activity for our children 

every evening to incorporate exercise in children’s routine. 

This kind of physical activity is helping our children to 

maintain their health and also to improve coordination, self-

confidence, and teamwork. Children found this activity as a 

perfect stress reliever and enjoyed it fully.  

  
To refresh the minds of our HIV+ students, YRG 

Care in Chennai organised their usual Camp 

Rainbow programme online.  It really encourages 

our students to recall the importance of taking 

tablets and boost their mind and heart in a joyful 

way.  
  

 

Bridal celebrations! 
  

On 4th June, one of our alumni students Saranya 

married Sundararaj who is also RTU’s alumni student 

in their own village Bommayagoundanpatti –Theni.  

Saranya came to RTU in 2005 at the age of 10 with her 

elder brother Gobinathan as her mother died due to 

HIV+ and the poor father also suffered from HIV 

infections. Their sickly father found it very difficult to 

care for these two children.   Saranya continued her 

studies in our care and then we supported her to study 

a BA degree in History at Jeyaraj Annapackiam 

Women’s College, Periyakulam during the academic 

year 2018-21. Her father and relatives arranged her 

marriage. Mr.Sundarraj works in a textile shop in 

Theni city.  We provided Rs.25,000/- as a marriage 

gift to them through Saranya’s Bank account.  We 

wished the couple for their new life over the phone due to COVID restrictions. May God 

bless the new couple! 



  

Schools and Education 
11th standard new admission work  
On 21st June 2021, our headmaster prepared the 

10th standard completed transfer certificates and 

started the work of new admission in our St 

Peter’s Higher Secondary School. During this 

month, we got 52 students to 6th standard, 10 

students to 9th standard and 109 students to 

11th standard for new admission in our St Peter’s 

Higher Secondary School.  
  

Sending WhatsApp lessons to our students 
Our teachers started sending WhatsApp lessons and videos to our students and to teach the 

lessons for our 6th to 12th standard students. Our students are regularly receiving study 

materials or presentation slides daily from their respective teachers and studying the lessons 

well with their guidance.  
  

Organising online training on advanced techniques for our teachers  
 

From 14th June to 18th June, Nikhil Foundation 

Chennai organized training on advancement 

techniques and online adventure for our teachers. 

Totally 41 teachers from our four schools 

participated and benefited from this training 

programme.  We are very proud of all our 

teachers who have had to embrace online 

technology from scratch during the pandemic. 

  

Distributing tablets packages to a home for children with learning disabilities in Theni 
 

During this COVID-19 second wave, continue to look after the 

health or many local people. This month they distributed tablet 

packages containing Azithromycin, Zincovit, Paracetamol, Meftal, 

Loperamide and Vitamin-C along with thermometres and pulse 

oximeter to Anbillam home for children with learning disabilities as 

requested by our doctor Srinivasan. 80 persons in this home will 

benefit from these medicines.  
  

This month, we are very happy and privileged to distribute food packs as well as food rations 

to many vulnerable people with the support of generous donors. I want to convey my heartfelt 

gratitude to all our RTU family here and abroad who supported us for this emergency relief. 

And to all you great souls who provide your unconditional support. We are really blessed and 

forever grateful to you. You have made a big positive impact on the lives of the poorest 

people in need. With your generous support, we have been working towards enhancing the 

health and well-being of marginalized communities. Thanks for your constant encouragement 

and support.  
  
I am very grateful to you for all your generous support.   
 

Yours fraternally  
  
Fr J Antony Paulsamy, OFM Cap.  

Director  
 


