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Happenings of March 2021 
Dear Well-wishers, 

 
Greetings from RTU.  You will have 

probably heard that there is an 

increase in coronavirus cases in 

some parts of India, including in our 

state of Tamil Nadu.  At present, this 

is of most concern in Chennai but we 

are all worried that it will again 

spread to our nearest city of Madurai 

and then out to our area.  At RTU we 

are keeping vigilant and we are 

lucky that all the children in our care 

are in our RTU bubble.  Although 

schools had been open for the four 

oldest year groups, sadly schools are again closed apart from the final year group of 12th 

standard students who are currently sitting their Government exams.  It is unlikely that the 

schools will reopen again until the new academic year starts at the beginning of June.  As per 

the Government order, the schools are closed, and we have had to send 9th to 11th standard 

students back to their native places.  The younger children under 13 have not been in school 

now for over a year. 

 

We are continuing to support the children under our care financially by sending Rs.2000 to 

families to take care of our children under their care.  They will use this money to purchase 

groceries and other needs of the children.  We make sure that the children are getting good 

nutritious food every day.  The vaccines are now available in our area and have been given to 

healthcare workers and people over 45.     
  
Welcoming a new girl to RTU  
 

We have recently welcomed Mariya Deepthi, aged 13, who came to 

RTU as her mother and father deserted this girl to the care of her 

elderly grandparents. They found it difficult to take care of her. 

Sr.Jenova from Kodaikanal came to know about her situation and 

referred her to our care.  She is now staying in our Nirmala 

Children’s Village with our loving care and attending online classes 

from our teachers in 8th standard.  
  
 

Great achievement by our student 
 

 

One of our students, Umamaheswari, who secured over 75% in last 

year’s 12th standard exams, has gained a seat to study the General 

Nursing and Midwifery course in Theni Government Medical College 

Hospital School of Nursing starting this year. The Government 

Medical Colleges are extremely hard to get into.  Uma and her sister 

are under the care of RTU as their sickly mother is unable to care for 

them.  Her mother is overwhelmed to see her achievement and 

thanked RTU for all the support to complete her 12th standard.  
  

 



Organizing Child Rights and Human Rights training to New staff members  

Two days of Child Rights and Human Rights training was organised for 42 new staff members 

this month in our Douai Boys’ Hostel by Mr Shiyam Sundar from the SOLAR Trust in Chennai. 

This training helped our staff develop a sense of collective responsibility towards practices and 

attitudes that safeguard the rights of children at all levels and create a safe environment for 

them. 

 
Bridal celebration!  

On 15th March, we celebrated the 

wedding of Ms Susaimary with Mr Arish 

at Thiruvannamalai, the groom’s native 

place.  Susaimary and her brother, Arockia 

Joshuva, came to RTU in 2006 as both 

parents died of HIV/AIDS.  She 

completed her 3 ½ years General Nursing 

& Midwifery course in Nagapattinam 

Government School of Nursing in 2016. 

After completing her course, she got a job 

in a private hospital and saved money for 

her marriage.  She herself found her 

partner and arranged their marriage.  Our staff attended the wedding and presented the gift on 

behalf of RTU.  
  
International Women’s Day Celebration 



On 8th March, we celebrated International Women’s Day in our Rajagopalan Hall.  All women 

staff members were given a hearty welcome with traditional Pooranakumbham (Pitcher pot) 

music bands by our students which created a memorable impression. Our students admired 

each staff member on the stage and honoured them with a diadem, the highest respect 

traditionally given to men only in temples and villages. In the afternoon, we held a traditional 

pot breaking game to bring courage to them. We organised this day with the theme of women 

empowerment.  
  
Starting of mobile clinic service in the rural village  

We have again started our mobile 

health clinic in Eluvanampatti village 

as the village leader requested our 

help. The local primary health centre 

has limited treatment facilities, so they 

have asked us to step in and we now 

visit this village every Wednesday to 

attend to the people’s basic health care 

needs, provide medicines, do blood 

tests etc.  
 
 

 

Printed Newsletter 

 

Our printed Easter Newsletter has been sent now and can be 

downloaded here.  If you would be able to help us spread the word 

about RTU by circulating copies in your area, this would be most 

welcome.  Please do contact the UK office.  You can also read the 

UK Bulletin here.  

 

 

 

 

 

You have been truly great to support us continuously during this crisis period.  I appreciate 

your integrity and passion in whatever you do to continue our service to the poor. I take this 

opportunity to appreciate and express my gratitude to all those with whom we have worked 

together and have had a fruitful association. I thank you sincerely for your unending support 

which has helped us to do our best for the children and poor people. I am very grateful to you 

all. 
  
May God bless you all with joy and happiness this Easter.  
  
Yours fraternally  
  
Fr J Antony Paulsamy, OFM Cap.  
Director and Secretary 
  
 

file:///C:/Users/Mo%20Houlden/Dropbox/Shared%20Max%20and%20Moi/Newsletters/Newsletters/Newsletter%202021-04/Newsletter%20April%202021.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Mo%20Houlden/Dropbox/Shared%20Max%20and%20Moi/Newsletters/Newsletters/Newsletter%202021-04/2020-04%20UKBulletin%206MA5%20v.2.pdf

