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Happenings of December 2020 
 

Dear Well-wishers, 

On Christmas Eve, the teachers in all 

our four schools celebrated Christmas 

and our school campus was decked 

with Christmas trees and stars. They 

invited our children from our 

Children’s Villages and all the staff 

joined the function. They performed a 

wonderful Christmas play with songs 

and also three excellent folk dances 

that they learnt last month.  

On Christmas Day, all the children from our four Children’s Villages and hostels, 

professional students, foster mothers and other staff members joyfully gathered at 

Rajagopalan Hall in RTU main campus. In total 100 hearts joined in this celebration. All the 

children enjoyed Christmas carols, live music, themed lighting, special choir performances 

and delectable food. The evening programme was full of dance performances. The boundless 

joy of celebrating the festival was visible on the faces of all the children. This Christmas 

festival really inspired the spirit of sharing and caring among the children. Father Antony and 

Bro. Doss gave wonderful Christmas messages to all the children and wished them a Happy 

Christmas. Although we were sad not to have all our children and day scholars with us as we 

normally would, the celebration went on well with all the necessary precautions taken for 

coronavirus.   



 

Dry ration distribution continues  

 

Our childcare staff continue to visit our 

children on their doorsteps. This month, we 

distributed dry ration packs to 174 families 

with Rs.1000/- and transferred Rs.2000/- to 

another 122 families in Theni and Dindigul 

Districts.  We also distributed dry ration packs 

to 480 families of our day scholars who 

normally attend our schools.  

 

To date, we have supported 6,364 families with emergency dry ration supplies.   
 

News from our Children’s Villages  

 

This month, five of our students got admission to study one-year office management course 

in the PCK Industrial School in Kodaikanal and started to learn the lessons online. Two of 

our HIV+ students got admission to study one-year office management course in St. Luke 

Community College in Nazareth.   

 

26 students from our girls’ hostels joined the 

tailoring and embroidering course organized in 

our main office campus. This is a great 

opportunity for our hostel students to make use of 

their free time and equip themselves with vital 

skills.   

 

 

On 11th December, four of our physically challenged children from our Children’s Villages 

participated in a special camp for physically challenged children organised in Veerapandi 

Primary Health Centre, Theni. As a follow up, these children are undergoing physiotherapy 

treatments daily in our unit.   

 

Case study: 

On 14th December, three new boys Ajay 

(11yrs), Sachin Kumar (9 years) and Surya 

(7 years) siblings from Nilakottai in Dindigul 

district came to RTU as their mother was 

murdered by the neighbour and the father 

deserted the family. After their mother died, 

they were under the care of their 

grandmother for a few days. Due to her old 

age and poverty condition, she could not care 

for her grandchildren. So she requested the 

Child Welfare Committee and District Child 

Protection Officer in Dindigul to help her.  The officers referred them to RTU to provide 

them with a loving home and a good education and they are now in our Miriam Children’s 

Village. Whenever we receive new children into any of one our campuses, there is so much 

of joy on all our faces. The children are now receiving counselling from our on-site 

counsellors.  It would be very helpful to us to find sponsors for these children to know they 

have a special sponsor who cares about them. 



 

 

In our Schools  

 

Children’s education during lockdown 

While the schools remain closed here, our teachers have been very busy. They continue to 

meet the children on an individual basis and go through the paper-based learning worksheets 

as well as create and film online lessons for the children with online access.  

 

Our St Peter’s Higher Secondary School 

Headteacher, Mr Ragunanthan, uploaded the 

lessons on our YouTube channel and 45 

students from 12th standard and 40 students 

from 10th standard are receiving lessons 

regularly. He also initiated zoom classes for 

the other higher classes. In total, 80 10th and 

12th standards are attending this zoom classes 

regularly.  

 

Mrs Praveena, Headteacher of our Nirmala Middle 

school, has been training children to answer 

worksheets from their mobile. Totally 80, 10th and 

12th standards students are answering our worksheets 

regularly. Around 750 students from our four schools 

are watching WhatsApp lessons being sent by their 

teachers regularly.  

Teachers debate in English  

Eight of our English teachers debated in English for three hours continuously on ‘The role of 

parents Vs teachers’. The flow of the language, their confidence and their oratory skills 

enthralled everybody in the campus. They all came well prepared and delivered their best in a 

language which is not their mother tongue. This was a historical moment in our school.      

Bro. Doss was the judge for this debate.  



 

Further debates were organised for all our teachers on different topics like ‘Joined or single 

family households’, ‘Who plays an important role in the life of a student - parents or 

teachers’, ‘The advantages and disadvantages of science’, ‘English is necessary Vs not 

necessary’, ‘Happy life - before or after marriage’, ‘President’s rule Vs King’s rule’ were 

organized for all our school teachers. These debates gave them good experience to research 

and share their ideas.  

Cursive handwriting training:  

3 days of Tamil and English handwriting training was organized for all our teachers. 75 

teachers participated in this training and learnt to write each letter in its own form.               

Mr M Karthikeyan from Alpha & Omega Calligraphy Academy organised this training and 

instilled passion for this type of writing. Our teachers wondered at their own handwriting. On 

the last day, 47 children and students from our Children’s Villages and hostels participated in 

this training programme and improved their Tamil and English handwriting skills. Now, the 

teachers are taking care of the students in turn. They come to meet them every day with their 

homework.  
 

 

Water  

 

During this month we drilled a bore well 

with a motorized pump in the Government 

Higher Secondary School in Lakshmipuram, 

Union Primary School in K. Dharmathupatti 

and MAITRI Society in Theni.  

 
Case study: 

Providing a good water supply to a village school.  

              

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Government Higher Secondary School is in Lakshmipuram in Theni District, 27 km 

away from RTU’s main campus. It has 600 students (386 boys and 214 girls) and 23 teachers. 

This village is mainly dependent on monsoon (June to September) rain only and the other 

months are under drought. For the last two years, the teachers purchased truck water from 

outside for Rs.800. Even this water was insufficient for all the students. The teachers found it 

very difficult to run the school and fulfill the children’s basic needs. Therefore, they 

approached RTU and submitted the petition. RTU visited the site and, with the help of Mr 

Amaladoss, divined the water point in the school campus. We organised drilling rigs down to 

220 feet. It gave a very good water supply. The children and teachers were overwhelmed to 

see water gushing out. We have installed a submersible electric pump. Students and teachers 

are very grateful to the donor and RTU for providing good drinking water facility to their 

school. 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought out the best in many generous donors who have shown 

compassion and empathy and offered a helping hand to our children and the poorest people 

during this extraordinary time.  Your support to fight the effects of coronavirus helps us lead 

the way in responding to this unprecedented global health and economic crisis. We are 

honoured by the number of people who have reached out in so many ways. Your donations 

are very important to us. We would like to express our deepest gratitude for your unselfish 

contributions to support the poorest people affected during this time. 

 

Thank you very much for all your good support throughout the year. 

 

I, and everyone here at RTU, wish you and each of your family members every blessing on 

this New Year 2021.  

 

May God bless you all!  
 

Yours fraternally  

Fr J Antony Paulsamy, OFM Cap  

Secretary and Director 

 


