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The date of Jesus’ birth is not known, but the Church has celebrated 
it around the time of the winter solstice since at least the fourth 
century. As Christianity spread in the northern hemisphere, it 
showed its missionary and pastoral genius by embracing the pagan 
festivals of the sun, with their celebration of the life-giving power of 
light in the bleak midwinter darkness.

In the Western Church, the Christmas season extends over twelve 
days to the Feast of the Epiphany, when Orthodox Christians 
celebrate the birth of Jesus. Forty days after Christmas is the feast 
of Candlemas, which commemorates the infant Jesus being brought 
to the Temple by his parents, and brings the celebrations of the 
season to a close. Christmas and Epiphany-tide invite us to focus on 
Jesus as the One in whom the light of God’s glory is at its brightest 
and most wonderful. 

The pagan roots of this time of festivity remind us that Christmas 
and Epiphany have always been more than Christian celebrations. 
In post-Christian Europe, we do well to remember that they are 
never less than Christian. Our worship at this time of year draws us 
to the Light that shines into the world through the flesh and blood 
reality of Jesus. 

“I am the Light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light 
of life” (John 8.12). Light has come, and we need never walk in 
darkness – ground, surely, of missionary and pastoral genius in our 
day too.
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GATHERING 

At the welcome these words are used

Christmas Night and Morning
“Do I now fill heaven and earth?” says the Lord.
Now the Word is made flesh and laid in a narrow manger.
From eternity to eternity you are God,
and now we see you as a newborn child.

At the Christmas services
I bring you good news of great joy: 
a Saviour has been born to you. Alleluia.
To us a child is born  
to us a Son is given. Alleluia.
He is Christ the Lord. Alleluia  
We worship and adore him. Alleluia.

On Christmas morning, the Christ Candle on the Advent wreath is lit.

At the Epiphany-tide services

Blessed are you, Lord our God,
King of the universe
From the rising of the sun to its setting 
your name is proclaimed in all the world.

The Lord of glory be with you
The Lord bless you
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A minister introduces the Prayers of Penitence in these words.

Either

As we kneel with the shepherds before the newborn 
Christ-child, we open our hearts in penitence and faith.

or
Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the 
darkness of our hearts. In his light let us examine 
ourselves and confess our sins.

God our Father,
you sent your Son, full of grace and truth: 
forgive us when we do not make him welcome. 
Lord have mercy 
Lord have mercy 
 
Jesus our Saviour, 
you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: 
forgive us when we turn aside from your humility. 
Christ have mercy
Christ have mercy 

Spirit of generosity and love, 
Mary and Joseph responded joyfully to your call: 
forgive us when we close our hearts to your voice. 
Lord have mercy 
Lord have mercy 

The president declares God’s forgiveness
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The Gloria echoes the song of the angels, and praises God for 
his mercy

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,
Almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The president introduces a period of silent prayer before saying 
the Collect



6

LISTENING 
Readings from the Old and/or New Testaments. The response is

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

If a Psalm is read it concludes with

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now and shall be for ever. 
Amen.

Before the Gospel is read this response is used

The Word was made flesh and lived among us 
and we have seen his glory.

When the Gospel is announced

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N
Glory to you, O Lord.

After the Gospel, the response is

This is the gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

A Short Homily follows

A period of silence may follow the Homily
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The congregation responds to the Word of God in these words, which 
are based on Philippians 2: 6-11, an early Christian hymn of faith

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God

Though he was divine, 
he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself 
and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 
Therefore God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus  
every knee should bow,  
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Prayers of intercession follow. They may end with this response

Merciful Father
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

GIVING THANKS 
Stand for the Peace - but do not move from your seat
The president may introduce the Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you

Remain standing
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When all has been prepared at the Altar, these words are used

At the Christmas services

Word made flesh, life of the world
in your incarnation you embraced our poverty:
by your Spirit may we share in your riches.
Amen.

At the Epiphany-tide services

Lord, accept our gifts,
not gold, frankincense or myrrh,
but hearts and voices raised in praise of Jesus Christ,
our light and salvation.
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer follows

The Lord be with you    (or) The Lord is here  
And also with you His Spirit is with us

Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God  
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Christmas Father, we give you thanks  
because in the incarnation of the Word  
a new light has dawned on the world;  
you have become one with us, that we might become one 
with you in your glorious kingdom. 
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Epiphany Father, we give you thanks 
because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, 
you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts 
to give the knowledge of your glory 
in the face of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Candlemas Father, we give you thanks 
because your eternal Word took our nature upon him 
in the womb of Mary the Virgin. 
The sword of sorrow pierced her heart 
when he was lifted high on the cross, 
and by his sacrifice made our peace with you.
 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name, 
forever praising you and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
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On the night before he died 
he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did; 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross.
 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of 
salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 

 
Great is the mystery of faith:          
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
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Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with Ss [Andrew, Christopher . . . .] 
and all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 

 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Sit or kneel for The Lord’s Prayer

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.

As the president breaks the bread, these words are used

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
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Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us.

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us.

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace.

Jesus is the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

This prayer may be used

We do not presume 
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our won righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.
Amen.
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Standing where you are, please remain by your seats, the president 
will bring the consecrated bread to you.  Please remove your mask, 
sanitise your hands before taking, sanitise hands after replacing 
your mask.  To minimise risk silence will be observed.  

If you do not receive communion but, would like to receive a sign of 
God’s blessing, remain in your place, bow your head, holding this 
service sheet will indicate to the president.

After Communion, the president may say a prayer.  Then all may say 

Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood 
of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you 
our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. 
Amen.

Notices may be given.

SENDING OUT

The president says words of God’s Blessing
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The service ends with these words of Dismissal 

Christmas The Word was made flesh and lived among us 
and we have seen his glory.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Epiphany Let us go in peace

We go into the world 
to walk in God’s light, 
to rejoice in God’s love 
and to reflect God’s glory. 
Amen.

Candlemas Go in the light and peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

The service may conclude with music from the organist or piano.   
After which the congregation leaves whilst observing social 
distancing.
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Jean Francois Milet, The Flight Into Egypt (c 1864)

Milet’s depiction of the Holy Family as rural labourers of his 
own day reminds us that the story we celebrate at this time 
of year resonates strongly with some features of our own 
world. Jesus and his parents sought asylum from the 
violence of king Herod in Egypt (Matthew 2.13-23), and 
Joseph would have supported his family by becoming a 
migrant worker.

Light has come. In this holy child, God is with us in our most 
mundane and trying experiences, even in this most difficult 
of times, and invites us to discover his glory where we least 
expect to find it. 
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PLEASE TAKE THIS SERVICE SHEET HOME WITH YOU, BRINGING IT WITH 
YOU FOR EACH EUCHARIST SERVICE DURING CHRISTMAS AND 
EPIPHANY-TIDE.  FOR YOUR SAFETY PLEASE FOLLOW THE GUIDANCE 
OF THE DUTY SIDES-PEOPLE AND CHURCHWARDEN, THANK YOU.

Please consider your own risk of attending an indoor 
gathering.  If you are unsure, there is NHS guidance on: 


https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-
isolation-and-treatment/


We ask you NOT to attend the service if you have: 


• A new cough 
• A high temperature 
• Lost your sense of smell or taste 

It is mandatory for all who attend worship in the Church to 
ware a face covering (unless you are exempt).  However, 
they are not a replacement for good social distancing, 
hand hygiene, and self-isolating if you have symptoms. 


If you test positive for Coronavirus up to three weeks after 
the service,  please let us know by emailing 
revd.susanfoster@gmail.com or 
by leaving a message on 01473 270976. 


