
 

 

A Message from the Vicar.      1st November 2020 
 
‘Life is a roller coaster’ they say, well it's definitely been that recently and at some twists 
and turns I have definitely had my eyes covered.  I've ridden my share of theme park roller 
coasters and you can see a definite beginning and a definite end, in fact some roller 
coasters in their spec. tell you how long they are going to last, how many loops and triple 
loops, how high you are going to climb and plummet from.  All these things are listed 
before you even get on the ride, I don't know if that makes it harder or easier to face, but 
for this rollercoaster of life there have been no instructions.  There are no precursory 
warning signs saying 'please do not enter this ride if you have any underlying heart 
condition’.  Whatever the condition of our heart, we are all on the ride, there's not even the 
option of sitting on the bench, holding everyone’s bags until the ride is over.  Everyone has 
to participate in the rollercoaster journey of life. 
 
On some of the more extreme rollercoaster rides, as I turn upside-down, round and round 
and centrifugal force presses me further into the seat, the world goes out of focus pretty 
quickly and it seems to gather speed too.  In life, even in those times of plummeting I have 
known that the Lord Jesus was with me, and I know this experience is true for many of you 
too.  Together (Jesus and I) we hit the bottom of the drop, go through the corkscrew and 
did the loop the loop and I’ve even seen my world from an upside down position, that 
definitely is hard to get your head around.  Though I had no control over the ride, Jesus 
held my hand tightly and rode it with me.  And He did more than that. He answered the 
prayers of my friends and family and is still aiding me every day of this journey. 
 
God promises us in His Word to be with us in the ups and downs of life. The Bible says, 
"So be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid and do not panic before them. For the 
LORD your God will personally go ahead of you. He will neither fail you nor abandon you" 
(Deuteronomy 31:6 NLT). 
 
So we need not fear.  Even in these uncertain times let us together offer thanks to the Lord 
our God who walks with us on the mountain and in the valley, in the darkness and in the 
light.  Consider the words of the Apostle Paul, "Don't worry about anything; instead, pray 
about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done" (Philippians 
4:6). 
 
This season may be one where we may be looking down at the drop.  But on life's roller 
coaster, know that Jesus is in that seat beside you. You are not riding alone. 
 

I shall not fear though darkened clouds may gather round me; 
The God I serve is one who cares and understands. 
Although the storms I face would threaten to confound me, 
Of this I am assured: I'm in His hands. 
 

I'm in His hands, I'm in His hands; 
Whate'er the future holds 
I'm in His hands, 
The days I cannot see 
Have all been planned for me; 
His way is best, you see; 
I'm in His hands. 
  Stanley E Ditmer (1924-2003) 

 
God bless our Church family.  
Reverend Sue 
Vicar of Rushmere St Andrew 


